e Athenian Mercury. 
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Anjm, By your quetion it appears as if you either 
doubted our Capacities in mai taining what a have 
afferted, or that you bave, like many others, indelibe- 
rately difpofed of row money. Asto our erties, 
we cah prove it by undeniable réafons: As by the 
certainty that are ends it: There is in thisLortery 2 prize 
or every 7 fuscellive Numbers, which makes it exceed 
all others, for if amen put in 7 pound here he is fure 


.to recover § pou: ad ac or and has the fame hazard 


for a i "FIze ol l trouf2n poun L S handred pound, 
and fuch hike great fusmms, oe ich certainty he has not 
ja any other Lowery, and rather mort,oy reaion there 


is but 4 Blanks to one Prize: che . ba 2s wereover, the cer- 
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Ones. 2. Lbave head fuch as lead a fe itary life 
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difineuibed into divine, fivage, dumanc and ei: vil per-- 


fons - avd bean rg nny felt addiiied to a revived léfe, dofire 
044 nice mea foort account of their difjerence. 


Aris, Thole have been thought to forfake the 


world unon a divine account, who have imagined 
homlene:.chrowsh a fap ernatural inftit nét, induced to 
euic the Commerce of 1ankind, that they might be 
the more free from all. temptations, and have the 


greater liberty, without intecruption, to contemplate 
son Ged, and the prefent and furnpe ftate of the 
And {yeh as through a ui aversion to man have 
retiped.imio delertsy are (hole who may properly be 
clled Seuagese ~The humane, thoie who live im the 
C. yuntcy with their families ; aad the <ivil, fuch mea 
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tho they live in Cities, make but little Noile 

e do not much frequent the world. 

Quek. 4. J know it bas been an opinion long received, 
thet there bave been Sybils (4s in wht Number bas not, 
as | can find, ever yet been agrerd on; ) and shat thofe 
Prophecies under sheir Names was & truth, ard nos A 
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fidion, This ] received 23 well as others, sill reading sn 
~Aasbor r the other diy who aj/cribes al] the writings under 
their Names te o7 we, and tho be feems not to doubt but that 
there were fuch aay written, yet be affirms, they 4/] 
proceeded from ene perje lefre to know what may be 
jaid for is, and if there cam be any good reafons given, or 
“Authorities brought t9 prove it likely ther there was but 
exe Sybil ? 


Anfre. Tis true the Learned have been of diverfe 
Opinions about or Number ot the Sybils, and have 
very much contradicted one another about it: fome 
believing there were ten, others four, others three 
and fome again that there were but two of ther : 
{ome Naming them after one manner, and fome after 
another. “Tis very probable the original of thefe 
ontrarieties was occation d from the Auth wrs, (who 
writ upon this matter) only colleéting fome paflages 
from Var? % & Aufantus, lL atgartinus > and ot} Ners, without 
making juft reflections upon them, and confidering 
wherein they had confoun ded the Sybils with other 
ae fles. Thofe who have moft confidently 
erted there was but one Sybil, endeavour firft to 
the that fhe was a Greek, and think it futiiciently 
proved becauie all the Oracles attributed to them were 
writen in Greck, fince ‘tis not probable that women 
born in Caldes , Phrygia, and /taly fhou'd think of writ- 
ing in Greek, or even that they cou'd do it : except 
it were firppo! ed that t  Heav en had communicated the 
gift of Tongnes wit! : hat of Prophecy to them. 
From thence they snanti te thot if there were many 
Sybtls, they were all Greets, and that to have the mot 
certain knowledge of it we muftrefer ovr felvesto 
the Authors of th: if os 1; Upon which thev alledge 
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Plate, Plutarch, and Chryaiiom, who hare aif nevilh- 


** 


ed the Sybil trom other | rophetetics, and only {peak 


of her as of a fingle perfoa. -Ancd in anfwer sees > 
Teftimony of Varro, who {pe eaks of tert Sef ts, wt fay 
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¢ wasa man Of great reading but little Judgment, 
wha to enlarge his Colleions, heapt together a 


thoul. me infipid ftories, and an infinite Namber of 
Fables: Tha nt even he himfelf will not warrant all he 
rel ates : and in this ae to be of an Other Opwien yn 
his pretace to the books he has writ of Agriculture, 
That Cicero never hoe - of the e Sybil but in the fin sue 
lar Number, who was too well acquainte ‘3 sie tee 
Opinions of his own time to have forgot in his book 
of Divination the opinion which is attributed to Varro; 
if he had either thot ught i it worth his while to have 
mention’d it, er this Author had been a man of great 
reputation. Tothe! fe teRtimonics they add that of Pii- 
ny, and difcover the overiight of Panvinius and Vives, 
who make this Author fay there were ftatues of three 
Sybils in Rome, whereas Piiny only {peaks of three fia- 
tues of the Soi]; and that if this con fequence was 
good, we might as well lay there were three hundred 
and fixty Demerrius’s, becaule this great man had fo 
many ftatues ereéte d for him at Arbens, And to 
Lafantius, Servius, Jfidore,.Gyraldus, and the other 
Grammarians who will have this to be an Apellative 
Name, which was given fo all womep whe foretold 
any thing of the time to come, they oppofe the Au- 
thority of the more antient Authors, as Plato, Zeno- 
» phon, Herodotus, Higgs: US, i Plata ch, Ari in, aii l Pa 
nius, Who ail {peaking of many Proph etcfles ne: 
give them the Name of Sybil. T hey likewife think 
that the Argument drawn from tiie Etyraology of the 
Name of Sibil has nd force, the original of this word 
being much difputed, and altho it fhouwd properly 
fignify a Prophetels, that word be ng proef but ic 
ight 
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mizht al be the proper Name of 2 woman, fince 
there are many perions, who have been Named Xuzg, 
hiast-r, Clark, and there was one in Greece who wasNa- 
med Anthropcs, a man. In anlwer to that place ot Ari 
fiorle where helpeaks of the Sybils inthe plural Num- 
ber, they fay it might very well have beea a faulc of 
the Copyitt, in writing, EiB Aras for AiSAra: 
ncientLatin verfion which 
of this Philofopher made 
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Queft. 5. AGlovefelicr in the City fome few months 
fxce inilfing fome Guinies out of bis Till: finding they 
rere picked out by Art with birdlimz, charges bis maid 
(crc ant with the Robery; fhe denying it, be jends for two 
Lis Friends, (after they bad confuited) they examin the 
maid with many threatnings of aConftable, Newgate ard 
Tyburn, Gc. wnlefs fhe would confe/s and restore tke Gui- 

ors of kis Frtends tells her fhe was feen 10 commis 
tee Kohery: this acculation was to force a confeffion from 
the poor maid ; tho foe yer declares her innocency ; they get 
ar acquaintance of theirs 10 reprefent a Conftable, who 
comes and threatens ber with Newgate and Lyburn, as 
they had done before; be carries ber to Newgate ,baving 
Qisfermed the Jurukey with their Defign ; and shetr 
her the Prtfoners, brings ferters, pretending to put 
ems on bes there tervifics ber in a fhameful manner, 
pret her» when all thts would not 
wake ker plead guilty the pretended Conftable carries ber 
back to her masters, where, after many threats, he turns 
her out of Doors at eleven a clock at night to feek ber loig- 
ing where fhe could find it, Since tkis, a perfon being 
fetzed and commised to Newgate, for picking a Glovefel- 
ders Till in Holborn, with birdlime, bas confeffed to this 
other man, be was the perfon that picked bis Wills fince 
which her mafter bas not fo much bonefty as to give her 
any (atisfallion, fhe having no friends to affift ber; Gen- 
tlemen, this is real matter of fat, and can be proved with 
vauch more, which for brevity fake I omit; whether an 
Alion will not be good againit the mafter , bis friend, 
who jaid foe was feen to take the Guinies, the pretended 
Coalleble and the Turnkey of Newgate, or which of them ? 
We beg your |peedy anjier, 
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Arnjw. Wf fhe can prove a real damage in reputati- 
on, or from any one or all of thefe perfons, fhe hasa 
jufi caule enough, bur that is mot fufficient to induce 
hier to protecute them, fince where ’tis poor ‘tis com- 
moaly ftarved. Her mafter is indeed obliged to give 
her tome fatisfaétion, all having been done upon his 
account, but it he is not honeit enough to do it of 

milelt, twill be difhcule to force him. 
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Anvertifement. 


+ The V7 riting Engine, for taking feveral 
Copies of the fame thing at once, invented by Mr.Geo, 
jtipath, being now brought to perfection by the affitt- 
ance of Mr, Alexander Irwin, Clockmaker, in St.Martins- 
dine, over-againft the Church, fuch as have occafion for 
any of the faid Engines, may fee the fame at 4%, George 
Xidpaths, at the Blue Ball in Little Newport-fireet, near 
Leicefter-fields, and be accommodated, according toa- 
preement, with Engines for2, 3, 4, 5, or 6 Copies. 


Che new Wanthip Chance, wherein 
is No Blanks, for 1c00/. Ready Money. The Adventu- 
ver has an impoffibilicy of loting all his money in this. 
There will be go00Ticketsdelivered outat 5s-per Ticket, 
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which amounts to 10004. and will be civided into go> 
Lots, which are as follows, 
No. I. 

There is 1§ Ss Over, 
which thall be given gratis 
60 to the laf ten Numbers 
dt And for @tista- 
tion of the Adventurers, 
7 lm——— 25 it fhall be drawn quite 


3 at 100),—--— 100 
1 at 
yi t 39 —— 
3 at 
4 
5 
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wre 
we ade 


act 3 
2at $f. --60 full; The manzer of 
. 44. —_—--——- — So drawing {hiall Be as tol- 
1Ol 2h, ——- —202 lows. 
251at 1/, 9 ~333 
ICCO 


"Lhe books being made into3 Columns, and all prin- 

ted, the one to becut out tor the Adventuser, and the 
midale margin will be Rolled up with the toNumbers, 
which make gco Rolls,which will be put into a bux,and 
drawn againft 4co benefits in the other box; fo he that 
hathaNumber'd Ticket in that Roli,fhall receive a 1085 
part of the benefit chat fhall happen to arile againft it, 
He tnat puts in 55. will be {ure to have one halt again, 
only there will be 10 per sent. rebated tor trouble and 
charge. It is detign’d to be drawn the z 24 of this inftanr 
Aprilat the Barbadoes Coffee-houfe in Exchange- Aly ,Corn- 
kiland drawn quite full,ahd benefits will be printed as 
foon as drawn. tor fatistaétion of ali abicnt. 
Tickets and Propofals may be had at Mr.Layfield 
the White-horfe,Lombard-ftreet, Mr. Harri/on the 
Hen and Chickens,Mr. Barington the Rofe &Crown, 
Mr.Knogt the 3 Golden Cocks, Cheap-fide Mr. Cle- 
ment the George, Newgato-treet,Mr.de Cayne with- 
out Bif/hops-gate,Captain Pits next the Crots Keys 
Tavern, Mr. Hickens the Unicorn over-againft 
Grays-Inn-Gate in Holbourn,Mr.Cole over-again{t 
St.Danftan’s-Church in Fleet-frreet,Mr.Roberts the 
Green-Dragon,Nr.Bowman the Flower-de-luce near 
the New-Exchange the Strand,Mr, Coleman over 
againft the Kings Brew-houfe in St. Catharines, 
Mr.Wslcock theDial in the AGinories,Gold{miths 5 
Mr. Lloyd's Coffee-houfe, in Lombard-street, Mfr. 
Edward Aldwin, the Barbadees Coftee-houfe in 
Exchange-Alley, Mr, Peters in Exeter-Change in 
the Strand, Afr. Jonathan Millner in rey be 
Alley near the Royal-Exchange. My. Honlcomd the 
Bear-Tavern, near Bloomsbury. 


At the Kings-4rms, in the Minories, being 
the late Dwelling houfe of Mr. Georg* Fifher,Gunfmith, 
Deceafed, is to be fold all forts of Fine and Ordinary 
Arms, viz. Birding-Guns, Carbines, Piftols, Mujquets, 
Mufquettoons, Mufquettoon-Piftols, at very reafonable 
rates, and likewile the houfe tobe let, being very 
Convenient for any fhop-keeper. Inquire at the place 
atosefaid. 


Thefe areto give Notice, That there isa 
Fair granted to be kept in Brooksfield Market place, near 
the haft corner of Aide-Park in Middlefex, for all forts 
of Goods, and the two firft days will be for Live Cattle 
and Leather. It will begin on the firft day of May next, 
1695. and continue til) the 16th day, and fo will be 
held Yearly atthe fame time and place. 


Uch Perfons as are willing to Buy or Sel! Blank er 


benefit Tickets in theMilron] ottery,may have ready 
mony for either, or be furnifhed with either, at the 
Mercury Office, at the fign of the Trinity-Houfe in Finch 
Lane, London, every day,from 1 aClock to 4 in the Af- 
ternoon;Atteadance being given thofe 3 hours enly. 

As alfo Orphans money inthe €bamber of Londoz. 
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